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Obituary

Service Summary
Visitation
05:00 PM to 07:00 PM, Wed Jun 27, 2012
Bayview/Freeborn Funeral Home
1415 Highway 13 North
Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007

Funeral Service
11:00 AM Thu Jun 28, 2012
Concordia Lutheran Church, Pickerel Lake
69471 - 190th St.
Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007

Elmer Carl Schneider was born on December 28, 1919 the son of Albert
and Anna (Schmidt) Schneider on the family farm built by his
great-grandfather in 1881. He was baptized and confirmed at the Pickerel
Lake Lutheran Church. Elmer attended District 124 School and graduated
from Albert Lea High School in 1937. He worked with his parents on the
family farm until 1948 when he and his family moved to Albert Lea
because of health reasons. It was a very difficult time in Elmer’s life having
loved the farm so much. Elmer never served in the armed services, being
deferred for agricultural production, but was given an honorary certificate
from the State of Minnesota for his efforts in funding of the troops. Elmer
remained active with the operation and management of the farm until 1997
when he sold the farm which had been a 4-generation operation. Elmer’s
greatest joy was in serving his Lord by bringing the good news of salvation
to lost souls throughout the world. His home church was especially dear to
him. He was involved in the building of the new church in 1950 and helped
select the stained glass windows. He taught Sunday School, served as a
deacon, and was president of the Church Council. Elmer was humbled and
honored by many families who appointed him as power of attorney and
executor of estates. Elmer did much volunteer work for the Senior Citizens,
the Cancer Bike-a-thon, Big Island Rendezvous, the Salvation Army and
the Society for Crippled Children. He was a board member and treasurer of
St. John’s Lutheran Home, Secretary for the Freeborn County Co-op Oil,
Founder and President of the Schneider Service Society for 50 years,
assessor for Pickerel Lake Township, secretary/treasurer of the Pickerel
Lake Telephone Company and active in the Farm Bureau. Elmer loved to
travel and visited many places of interest throughout the U.S., Mexico and
Canada. He visited the headquarters of his and his sister Frieda’s mission
field in India several times. He had a travel trailer that he and his sister
Frieda would spend much time in at the Lake Okoboji Bible Camp.
Survivors include his nieces, Barbara (Michael) McGaughan and Clarice
(Victor) Richardson; nephews, Dean, David and Steve Lindeman;
godchildren, Betty Selbitschka, Vernon Breamer and William Weiser;
special friends and caregivers, Julie Johnson and Nordean and Dorothy
Krueger; and special Teenage Mentors, Colin and Anthony Wittmer.
Elmer was preceded in death by his parents; sisters, Frieda Schneider and
Muriel Segerstrom; brothers-in-law, Franklin Lindeman and Ben
Segerstrom; and godchildren, John Olson and Gregory Steele.
Memorials are preferred to St. John’s Lutheran Home or the donor’s
choice.
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